Questions Frequently Asked At Publishing Seminars

- Christine A. Adams -Internationally Published Author 

What advice would you give to new writers?

Write what you know!  Study the genre - poetry, fiction, non-fiction.  Then shape a product and get it out there.  Submit! Submit! Submit!  If you don't try, it won't happen.  If you really want to publish you will need patience and tenacity.  Don't write to get rich, write because you love it.

How difficult is it to get published today?

It's probably not as difficult these days with internet e-publishing and, the latest, "print on demand" technology.  New authors can publish for a small fee.  Then, there is the whole self-publishing business where the author pays full price and takes full profit.

However, to get published in the traditional arena, that is, the large New York publishing houses, that's a different story.  It 's probably more difficult than ever.  The good news is that small publishers have cropped up to handle specialized markets and are sometimes more open to new authors.
What if you want to publish but haven't any credits yet?

Start small.  Build to bigger credits. I started with magazine articles.  Then, an editor asked me to write a manuscript on the subject of one of those articles.  You build credits with a bit of published material here and there - magazines, newspapers, newsletters.

Do you always need a cover letter when you submit your work?

Yes, always write your letter to a specific editor. Make sure your editor is still working at the publishing house.  These days they change often.  In the letter explain who you are and what your work is about.  Editors are listed in the Writer's Market, a reference book you can buy at your local bookstore.  Do the research.  It pays off.

Do you use different publishers?

Yes, each work is a separate product so you try to place it with the appropriate publisher

Do you use an agent?

Yes, but I have sold books without one.  Each book is a separate issue.  If you have a blockbuster if a book that needs to be seen by a large New York publisher, you probably need to sign a contract with an agent and have him/her represent you.  It differs with each work.

What has been most helpful to you?

Long-time relationships with editors.  Words of encouragement from editors, writer friends, or readers, helps.  Net-working, working the booksellers trade shows, going to writer's conferences, and just continuing to write even though rejections are part of the process.

What has been most discouraging?

A writer has to learn to live with rejections.  However, we learn to read the rejection slips.  For example, there is a huge difference between a personal call from the editor at Bantam Books, or a hand-written note, and a form letter. I have had all three.  It's all part of the game.  But rejections can discourage you especially when you see the need for the book.

What was the most exciting event in your writing career?

Abbey Press is a publisher I have been connected to for about 20 years - with magazine articles, books, pamphlets, and the Elf-help illustrated gift books.  One of the Elf-help books, One Day At A Time Therapy, was published in 1990.  Since that time it has been published in Taiwan, England, Indonesia, the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, Austria, Indonesia, Belgium, Portugal, Brazil, Germany, Spain, Sweden and the Philippines.
That first book made me an internationally published author.
What do you do to sell  foreign rights?

Nothing!  Abbey Press, the publisher sold the foreign rights, most likely at the annual bookshow in Frankfort, Germany. In my contract, I designated that foreign rights would go to Abbey Press for a specific percentage.  They did the rest. Authors can choose to keep their foreign rights but they would have to have an agent contacting the foreign publishers.
What is the best part of being a writer?

The challenge of creation.  The satisfaction of seeing a book take shape and the sheer joy when a reader tells you your work helped them in some way.  The knowledge that people in other countries are reading your book and that it is in their language.

What is the worst part of being a writer?

The business part.  The constant need to market yourself and your book.  It's time consuming.  I struggle like all writers in trying to decide how much time to spend on marketing, on giving seminars, and how much on writing.  Plus, it takes self-discipline to write each day, or to write on deadline.

What are you working on now?

I always have a book in the works.  Sometimes two or three!

Right now I am writing about educational issues.  The Intelligent Child: 7 Steps To Smart Activity Choices and a narrative non-fiction named School Factory.  You can read about them on my web site www.christineaadams.com
What people have influenced you the most?

My English teacher, Mrs. Virginia Parsons of York who taught me sentence structure and the love of literature, and who still encourages me today.  Previous students from my own English classes, and editors like Christine Belleris from Health Communications, and Kass Dotterweich and Lisa Engelhardt from Abbey Press.  My husband Robert J. Butch, and family members, who respect what I do and provide an encouraging environment.   

